= ICSDATA

THE ULTIMATE

CMMC COMPLIANCE

scape, data protection and cybersecurity stand as the pillars

In an ever-evolving digital lanc

of trust and reliability for orgar

CMMC compliance — an utmost standard in safeguarding sensit
beginner's guide is your gateway to comprehending CMMC, eq
knowledge to make informed decisions abo

towards a secure and resilient

S ICSDATA

izations like yours. It's vital to understand t

ive inform

digital future.

ne ins and outs of
ation. This

uipping you with essential

ut your cybersecurity needs. Start your journey

BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO

icsdata.com




COMPLIANCE & FRAMEWORK
CMMC COMPLIANCE

‘] UNDERSTANDING CMMC COMPLIANCE

What is CMMC?
CMMC, introduced by the US Department of Defense, unifies cybersecurity practices for contractors
and subcontractors handling CUI, drawing from existing standards for a comprehensive approach.

Why is CMMC Important?
CMMC is vital for defense supply chain organizations, enhancing cybersecurity, reducing data breach
risk, and safeguarding sensitive information.

a CMMC FRAMEWORK OVERVIEW | THREE CMMC LEVELS

CMMC comprises three maturity levels. Most small to mid sized businesses fall under CMMC Level 2
which has a requirement of 110 practices instead of the full 172 that are required for level 3. The levels
range from basic cyber hygiene to advanced practices to protect against sophisticated threats.

CMMC Level 1 enables suppliers to self-attest through annual self-assessments, with the key change
being that executives must now certify and attest to compliance.

CMMC Level 2 offers two compliance approaches based on the data type: critical national security
information mandates C3PAO assessments, while others may use executive self-assessments.

CMMC Level 3 mandates government-led assessments every three years, typically conducted by the
DCMA DIBCAC team.

You can think of CMMC as a quality control process around your IT environment. Much like an ISO
standard, you will have processes defined and regularly scheduled annual meetings to maintain
compliance.

Domains and Practices

The 17 domains cover a wide array of cybersecurity measures, including access control, incident
response, risk management, and more. Each domain includes specific practices that organizations
must implement to achieve compliance.
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ACHIEVING & BENEFITS
CMMC COMPLIANCE

a ACHIEVING CMMC COMPLIANCE

Assessment Process
To become CMMC compliant, companies need to undergo an assessment conducted by a Certified

"hird-Party Assessor Organization (C3PAQO). The assessment evaluates the organization's adherence
to the required practices based on their specific contract requirements.

Tailoring Practices

Organizations can tailor their cybersecurity practices to align with their specific needs and the level
of sensitivity of the information they handle. This flexibility ensures that compliance is achievable and
appropriate for individual organizations.

ﬂ BENEFITS OF CMMC COMPLIANCE

Strengthened Security
CMMC compliance mandates robust security measures that enhance your company's ability to
defend against cyber threats, reducing vulnerabilities and the potential for data breaches.

Competitive Advantage

Being CMMC compliant can provide your company with a competitive edge when bidding for
government contracts. It demonstrates the organization's commitment to cybersecurity and data
protection.

Trust and Reputation

CMMC compliance showcases your company's dedication to safeguarding sensitive information,
bolstering its reputation as a reliable and trustworthy partner in the defense sector.
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STEPS TOWARDS
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a STEPS TOWARD CMMC COMPLIANCE

Gap Analysis
First, we work with you to conduct a thorough gap analysis to identify areas where current
cybersecurity practices align with CMMC requirements and where improvements are needed.

Remediation and Implementation
Based on the gap analysis, we'll help you develop and implement a remediation plan to address any
shortcomings and align with the required practices.

Continuous Monitoring
Achieving CMMC compliance is an ongoing process. We'll help you establish continuous monitoring
mechanisms to ensure that cybersecurity measures remain effective and up-to-date.

CMMC compliance is a pivotal undertaking for organizations like yours operating in the
defense sector. It establishes a strong foundation for cybersecurity, fostering data
protection, trust, and enhanced business opportunities. By following the steps outlined in
this beginner's guide, we can help you navigate the path toward CMMC compliance and
contribute to a more secure digital environment.
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